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UNCLAS KHARTOUM 0966 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, ET, SO, SU 

SUBJECT: ETHIOPIAN FOREIGN MINISTER'S PRESS 
CONFERENCE 

REE: KHARTOUM 0943 

1. ETHIOPIAN FONMIN KIFLE WODAJO, WHO DEPARTED KHARTOUM 
APRIL 6 APTER BRIEF VISIT, HELD PRESS CONFERENCE APRIL 5. 

2. FONMIN SAID HE HAD BEEN DIRECTED TO ASSURE GOS THAT 
ETHIOPIA HAD NO AGGRESSIVE INTENTIONS TOWARD SUDAN AND 
THAT RECENT INCIDENTS WERE INADVERTENT. HE SAID THAT 
BORDER PROBLEMS IN THE FUTURE WOULD BE DEALT WITH BY THE 
JOINT CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE. 

3. AS FORMULATED BY SUDAN NEWS AGENCY, WODAJO SAID THAT 
PMAC "TRUSTS AND ENCOURAGES PRESIDENT NIMEIRTS EPFORT 
TOWARD REACHING PEACEEUL SOLUTION TO ERITREAN QUESTION". 
HEADLINES IN ARABIC PRESS READ, "ETHIOPIA SUPPORTS 
NIMEIRTS INITIATIVE". 
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4. FONMIN TOLD PRESS THAT ETHIOPIA HAS WITHDRAWN 
CLAIMS ON DJIBOUTI, ADDING THAT EPMG HAS ASKED SOMALIA 
TO DO THE SAME. WODAJO SAID THAT ETHIOPIANS HAD BEEN 
REASSURED OE "SOMALIA'S DEISRE TO HAVE DJIBOUTI GAIN 
COMPLETE INDEPENDENCE". EINALLY, EONMIN SAID THAT 
EPMG HAD SUBMITTED PROPOSAL TO OAU AIMED AT GUARANTEE- 
ING INDEPENDENCE OF DJIBOUTI. 

5. COMMENT: JUDGING EROM COMMENTS MADE TO US BY 
KNOWLEDGEABLE GOS OEEICIAL, GESTURE AND SUBSTANCE OF 
WODAJO'S VISIT HAVE OVERCOME TESTINESS CREATED BY 
BORDER INCIDENTS AND PLACED GOS-EPMG RELATIONS BACK ON 
ERIENDLY BASIS. BREWER 
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